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Why has this report come to Panel? 
 
To consider the initial proposals on the review of Parliamentary Constituencies recently 
published by the Boundary Commission for England.  
 

 
Recommendation:  

 
The proposals are considered and that representations be made before 
the end of the consultation period on 5 December 2016.  
 

 
1 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The Boundary Commission for England (BCE) is an independent and impartial non-

departmental public body which is responsible for reviewing Parliamentary 
constituency boundaries in England. 

  
The BCE has the task of periodically reviewing all the Parliamentary constituencies in 
England.  It is currently conducting a review on the basis of rules set by Parliament in 
2011.  The rules involve a significant reduction in the number of constituencies in 
England (from 533 to 501) and require that every constituency must have an 
electorate that is no smaller than 71,031 and no larger than 78,507.  
 
The North West region currently has 75 constituencies. Of these only 20 have 
electorates within 5% of the electoral quota.  The electorates of 53 constituencies 
currently fall below the 5% limit, while the electorate of just two constituencies are 
above. 
 

2. BACKGROUND 
 

2.1 In October 2012, the BCE published their revised recommendations for the new 
constituency boundaries, following their initial proposals in September 2011. These 
new boundaries were originally intended to come into force for 2015, but this was 
cancelled by the Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013.  

 



2.2 The initial proposals in 2011, were to re-draw the boundary to the north of Copeland to 
include Harrington and extend the boundary east to include one of ward from the Borough 
of Allerdale and extend the constituency over the Cumbrian Mountains and the Furness Fells 
to incorporate Windermere and the surrounding area.  

 
2.3 The initial proposals were considered by the Council at its meeting on 1 December 2011, and 

as a result the Council submitted an objection to the proposal, along with a large number of 
other organisations and individuals.  This response included an alternative boundary 
proposal.  

 
2.4 As a result of the representations and objections received, the Boundary Commission then 

published revised proposals in October 2012, which were radically different from the initial 
proposals. The revised proposals included a new West Cumbria constituency consisting of 
the Borough of Copeland but without the wards of Seascale, Bootle, Millom Without, 
Haverigg, Newtown and Holborn Hill to the south, which were to be part of the new Barrow 
and Furness constituency; and with the addition of the Allerdale wards of Harrington, 
Clifton, Dalton, Moss Bay, Moor Close, St John’s, St Michael’s, Seaton, Flimby, Ewanrigg, 
Ellenborough and Netherhall to the north.  

 

2.5 The revised proposals were almost identical to the counter-proposals put forward by the 
Council and others at the consultation on the original proposals in 2011, the only differences 
being that our proposals included Seascale ward in the West Cumbria constituency, whereas 
the Boundary Commission included Seascale in Barrow and Furness; and the Boundary 
Commission proposals included the Dalton ward of Allerdale in the new West Cumbria 
constituency, whereas our own counter-proposals did not. 

 
2.6 What is important about this, is that the representation submitted by the council in 2011 

together with the revised proposals in 2012 are almost identical to what the BCE are now 
proposing in their initial proposals for the 2018 review. 

 
2.7 The Council reports relating to the 2013 review including maps are attached at appendix A. 
  
3. INITIAL PROPOSALS 
 
3.1 The proposals were published on 13 September 2016.  These are now subject to a 12              

week consultation period, ending on 5 December 2016. 
 
3.2 The North West has been allocated 68 constituencies – a reduction of 7.  The proposed 

allocation for Cumbria is 5 – a reduction of 1. 
 
3.3 There are currently six constituencies in Cumbria, none of which are within 5% of the 

electorate quota.  BCE recognised that their options are limited in Cumbria due to the 
physical geography of the area. 
 
 
 



3.4 It was noted that the electorate of the current Copeland constituency is well below the 
lower 5% limit at 60,785.  This electorate is 14% less than the lower limit.   
 

3.5 The proposals are for a costal constituency containing the towns of Workington and 
Whitehaven in the West, extending from the town of Maryport in the north to the River 
Mite in the South, as shown in the map below.  

 

 
 

3.6 The proposal is to call this Workington and Whitehaven Constituency.   
 
3.7 South of the River Mite will be transferred into the Barrow and Furness constituency in order 

to increase the electorate of that constituency. 
 

3.8 Apart from being a physical boundary in the south of the constituency, this also allows for 
the Sellafield and Seascale areas to be included in a single constituency.  

 
3.9 The initial proposals document issued by BCE is attached at appendix B. 

 
3.10 A more detailed map showing the initial proposals is attached at appendix C. 

 
3.11 A timetable for the review is attached at appendix D. 

 
3.12 Existing electorate figures by ward are attached at appendix E. 
 
 
 
 



 
4. OPERATIONAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
4.1 The proposals to have the constituency split across two Local Authority areas presents a 

number of challenges and risks to the teams responsible for administrating the elections.  
Whilst this is the case with the existing boundary, the new proposal involves a much larger 
electorate from the joining authority than the current arrangements. 

 
5 CONCLUSION 
 
5.1 The Working Party is asked to: 
 
(i) Consider the proposals made by the Boundary Commission for England 
(ii) Make representations either supporting or objecting to the proposals, which will be 

presented to Full Council on 29 November 2016. 
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